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Resources

The issues and insights of foreign environmental migration

CAI Lin

Center for Population and Development Studies of Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

Abstract: As a result of the industrialization, the increase of population, global economic integration, climate change and several
other factors, the eco-environment keeps deteriorating and the environmental migration problem becomes one of the most serious
issues that beset the sustainable development of global economics. The global situation of environmental migration shows that most
of environmental immigrants are self-motivated. Without proper governmental management, they may further develop to
environmental refugees and cause racial conflicts, which will infringe the human right of these immigrants and the sustainability of
the migration. Government should lead the sustainable environmental migration and adopt the domestic migration as the primary
mean of the migration process. The environmental migration project in China should refer to the experience of World Bank Group,
especially on the selection and evaluation of the migration destination. The future climate change and emergent environmental
disasters will keep increasing the footprint and the scale of the migration, to which more attention should be paid. A comprehensive
summery of the foreign experience and lessons on the environmental migration issue is greatly beneficial and meaningful to the
effective implementation in China.

Key words: ecological migration; environmental migration; climate change; environment disaster;sustainable development



