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Fig.1 The compensation mechanism of activities of watershed ecological protection and restoration
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Discussing of the theory of river basin ecological compensation
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Abstract: River basin ecological compensation is an effective measure that harmonizes the contradiction between the ecological
environment protection and the economic development, and adjusts the relationship of the profits and losses of a basin area. Through
the analysis of profits and losses caused by human activities in a basin area, the paper discusses the concept, theoretical foundation
and operational mechanisms of basin ecological compensation. The necessity and the standard of ecological compensation are
analyzed using the theories of economics and the calculation of theoretical value of the compensative amount is suggested. A
two-level classification system of watershed ecological compensation is set up in this paper. In this system, the compensation is
firstly classified into two categories according to the positive and negative externality of human activities; At the second level, ten
types of compensation areas are classified. Based on the classification system, some key watershed ecological compensation areas
are identified in the country.

Key words: ecological compensation; river basin; externality; classification



