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Fig.1 The attenuantion of MTBE in groundwater system
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Natural attenuation of methyl tert-butyl ether in groundwater system

BI Erping, ZHANG Yaping

School of Water Resources & Environment China University of Geosciences (Beijing), Beijing 100083, China

Abstract: The attenuantion of methyl fert-butyl ether (MTBE) in groundwater system results from biotic and abiotic processes.

Under anaerobic condition, the results of stable isotope fractionation indiacte that the abiotic processes are the the main reasons for

MTBE natural attenuation. In the field, the rate and intensity of MTBE natural attenuation should be evauated based on the

predominant environmental facotrs and actual hydrogeological conditions. In the study of MTBE natural attenuation, more attention

should be paid on the fingerprinting techniques indicating MTBE natural attenuation. The determination of fingerprintings can give

evidence for monitoring of MTBE natural attenuation in the field.

Key words: methyl tert-butyl ether ( MTBE), groundwater contamination, natural atttenuation
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