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Ecological ethic: the ethical basis of sustainable development

SUN Wanguo, JIAO Junhong

Shijiazhuang University of Economics, Shijiazhuang 050031, China

Abstract: Sustainable development is an ecological developing model, resulting from the ecological crisis threatening man and focusing
on the harmonious development between human being and nature. Its main task is to solve the conflict in social development between
infinite demand from man and limited natural resources--that is, to make man’s value orientation and exploitation of natural resources
conform to the laws of nature. At present, the study of ecological ethics has gone beyond the practical level of “economics--science and
technology--politics” and turned to the fields of epistemology and axiology of “concept--value--culture”. Ecological ethic is a revolution-
ary idea born out of philosophical reflection on the relationships between human being and nature. It belongs to the range of “con-
cept--value--culture” in human society and its theoretical frame and study are in agreement with human sustainable development. As the
ethical basis of sustainable development, ecological ethic is the objective demand and inevitable choice for reasons as follows: First, eco-
logical ethic makes a breakthrough in traditional concept of ethics, expanding the object of moral care to the field of the relationship be-
tween human and nature, building a solid foundation of thoughts and ethical premise for sustainable development. Second, ecological
cthic affirms natural value and right, responding to the question why people should respect natural value and right in sustainable deleop-
ment, finding out the theoretical root for the value identity of nature by man and solid value support for sustainable development. Third,
based on the reflection and criticism of traditional moral evaluation, ecological ethic puts forward new moral evaluation, offering ethical
support and defence for the design of sustainable development strategy.

Key words: ecological ethic; sustainable development; ethical basis
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