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A review on the development of loess research in China
based on science citation index database

Wei Dongyuan *“, Zhu Zhaoyu', Lu Zhougui”, GaoYi’, Liu Yi", Huang Zhuanqing®, Peng Zhiping~, Zhu Lin
1. Guangzhou Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangzhou 510640, China;

2. The Science and Technology Library of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou 510070, China;

Abstract: China keeps a leading position in loess research over the world. Using bibliometric statistical methodology in science
citation index (SCI) database, this study did a comprehensive review on the published literatures and research institutes that are re-
lated to loess research in the past 20 years. The results show that the amount of publications on loess research in China increases
annually and China always lists top position in the world. It was found that the SCI publications on loess research hit the highest
level every time after the conference of International Union for Quaternary Research (INQUA). The important loess research insti-
tutes in China are Chinese Academy of Sciences, Lanzhou University, Nanjing University, Academy Chinese of Sciences SINICA
(Chinese Taipei) and Beijing Normal University. This review provides an overall perspective on the development of loess research in
China and the influence of Chinese scientists on loess research is fully affirmed.

Key words: Loess; science citation index; bibliometric statistical methodology
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