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Fig. 1 Analysis of economic factors influencing farmer’s production perception
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Influence factors of farmers’ decision-making and their perceptions
of land policies in the Loess hilly area

Hu Chenxia' % Fu Bojie”, Chen Liding®, Lian Gang®
1. China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China

2. Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100085, China

Abstract: Based on investigations of farmers in two small catchments of Ansai County, the influence factors of farmers’ deci-
sion-making and their attitudes towards land policies were discussed using participatory rural appraisal (PRA) method. It was found
that the differences of farmers’ decision-makings resulted from their economic and social characteristics, such as different income
sources, education levels, ages and so on. Also, in order to improve their living standard, about 88% farmers chose to increase in-
vestment in farming, particularly in arable land. For example, to obtain more profit, more and more farmers preferred to grow vege-
tables or fruit rather than grains. Lastly, Farmers knew little about the long-term land ownership policy and were worried about the
stability of the land policies, which affects farmers’ long-term investment decisions.

Key words: farmer’s attitudes; perception; land policy; the Loess plateau
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